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Robert Small (Bob) has worked
for Partners in Housing
Transition (Partners) since
October 2009. In his role as
executive director Bob has kept
detailed records of items
collected and statistics on
clients served. However, more
importantly, Bob has provided
face-to-face kindness to clients
utilizing services provided by
Partners. Bob meets with
clients and their families one
on one to help them select
basic household items. Bob
and the workers from K-PEP
(Kalamazoo Probation
Enhancement Program) then
deliver the items to clients’
homes often marking the beginning of a new chapter, a brighter chapter,
in a family’s personal history.

Partners in Housing
Transition
Executive Director,
Robert G. Small

Statistics from the 2013-2014 school year show there were 1,586
homeless students in Kalamazoo County. The data includes kids in
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foster care, staying in motels, staying in shelters and staying in
dwellings with no working utilities. The thrill of moving into a new
home after life on the street or in a shelter can be very fleeting for a
parent when the door to the apartment is opened to reveal there is no
place for your child to sleep or eat other than the floor.
The recipients who receive household items such as dishes, towels,
tables and chairs are referred from 11 separate community outreach
agencies in Kalamazoo. Bob has delivered 78 single beds, 26 double
beds, and 88 sets of bedding. Since January 1, 2016 Partners has served
48 families, which include 135 children.
Prior to working for Partners in Housing Bob’s profession was theatre.
He is a graduate of Washington State University and holds and MFA in
directing from Catholic University in Washington, DC. Bob has worked
as a playwright, director, dramaturge, lighting designer and drama
teacher.
Bob also served as a Visiting or Adjunct Professor at numerous
universities including Yale School of Drama, Catholic University of
America, SUNY Purchase, Notre Dame/St Mary’s and Western Michigan
University.
Bob and his wife, Kathleen moved to the Kalamazoo area in 2004 to be
closer to Kathleen’s family in Portage. Bob found that after starting a
new career with Partners he found a connection with his new
community. “… I grew into the job and the heart of the project grew in
me.”
Bob further explained he really enjoys seeing the excitement in children
as they jump onto their newly delivered sofas, and hug their beds as
furniture is delivered.
“But the surprise joy, for me, comes from my work with the K-PEP
workers. My contact with families served is fleeting – two or three
contacts. My contact with the K-PEP guys can be 9-hour days, one day a
week, over six weeks. My mantra with them is “If we’re not laughing
and having a good time, we’re not doing a good job.” During the course
of a day, various topics and issues do come up; and I’m able to help them
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talk it out and re-think it.” One of the most gratifying situations for Bob
is to find a note slipped under the door from K-PEP alum with a message
of “Dropped by to say hi, and let you know I’m doing well.”
In the summer of 2012 Bob’s wife, Kathleen, was diagnosed with brain
cancer. It has been a very stressful and long 4 years fraught with many
ups and downs. Kathleen has required home-nursing care since
suffering from a bout of shingles. The nurse for Kathleen recognized
Bob from 2010. Kathleen’s nurse was a former client.

The role of executive director doesn’t come without its moments of
angst. “Frustrating is our inability to meet the needs. Our waiting list,
particularly for chests of drawers and dining room tables and chairs is
enormous, and the list grows weekly. These items just don’t come in
quick enough. Every once in a while, we get a windfall and can purchase
them. The current list would require an $8000 windfall to cover it.”
Despite the waiting list and concerns over families that might not
succeed even with community support, Bob remains optimistic that
Partners can make a huge difference in Kalamazoo County. He states
the best piece of advice he’s received over the years fit into his job and
life perfectly.
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Keep your eyes, ears, and heart open for the creative accidents – the
ones you don’t expect. Some of the most rewarding memories come in
this way.”

Mother’s Day and the Spirit of Giving

Bob Dunbar, husband of Partners founder, Louise Dunbar, pictured with
donations collected to honor mothers

The parishioners of St Luke’s church celebrated Mother’s Day 2016 with
a generous offering of sheets and towels donated in honor of all the
mothers and mother figures in their lives. The donations were
gratefully accepted by Partners in Housing, and the sheets and towels
will be given to mothers who will be thrilled to tuck their children into a
cozy bed and dry them with clean, fluffy towels.
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Quilts Donated by St Michael’s Quilters

Dozens of beautiful hand-stitched quilts from St Michael’s Lutheran Quilters

In April, once again, Partners was the privileged recipient of hand-sewn
quilts donated by the quilting group from St Michael’s Lutheran Church
on Oakland Avenue in Portage.
Mae Adams, head of the quilting group, which is primarily made up of
12 key sewing members, explained that the group meets once a week.
The hand crafted quilts are donated to a number of organizations such
as World Relief, Kalamazoo Gospel Mission, and Family & Children
Services. The group relies on donated fabric and monetary donations to
fund their program.
Partners is so grateful to have new quilts to offer our families. We are
even more grateful to be an organization worthy of the St Micheal’s
Quilters’ talents and care. Thank you so much Mae and colleagues!
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Housing Resources
Incorporated
Partner of Partners

The name Partners in
Housing Transition is
derived from the notion that
our organization is a
partner in the community
and a partner in helping
solve community issues.
Partners came to fruition
when Louise Dunbar served
as a volunteer at Housing
Resources Incorporated
(HRI). Louise noticed that
families were assisted with
housing emergencies but those same families needed furniture, thus
Partners in Housing Transition was created. Since that time over 25
years ago, HRI has been a key agency served by Partners in Housing.
According to the their website, HRI was established in 1982 as a 501 c
(3) non-profit organization. HRI has dedicated its efforts to finding
housing solutions for individuals experiencing a housing crisis. HRI’s
services are designed to stabilize homeless households, and to help
families in jeopardy of losing their housing.
Most people do not associate being homeless with kids who have one or
more working parents, but far too often this is the reality of
homelessness within our community. In Kalamazoo County a family of
four must have an income of at $13.13 an hour to pay fair market price
for a two-bedroom apartment. An estimated 47% of community renters
cannot meet the income level required. As a result, one unexpected
crisis—an illness, a broken relationship, or a lost job—can mean
homelessness.
During the last year, Housing Resources, Inc. received over 5,000
requests for service from Kalamazoo County residents. On any given
day, HRI staff will:
-Respond to a frantic housing emergency call and arrange
for accommodations at the Eleanor House.
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-Provide back rent to a landlord so a family can keep their
housing.
-Offer transitional housing to an unemployed middle-aged
woman with children, thereby enabling her to find employment,
and eventually move to permanent housing.
To raise additional funds each year HRI sponsors a Walk to End
Homelessness. Community members, community businesses, clients,
former clients and HRI employees walk and run together in a show of
support for all that HRI does to keep Kalamazoo a stable, giving
community. Partners and St Luke’s were honored to gather teams to
support this vital agency serving those most at risk in Kalamazoo.

A few of the members from Team Partners in Housing and Team St Luke’s who
took part in this year’s rather chilly walk
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Ongoing Needs

Twin Sheet Sets
Bath Towels
Hand Towels
Twin Mattress Sets
Dressers
Kitchen Table/Chairs

We welcome your donations of furnishings or kitchen
items. Also, monetary support of Partners in Housing
Transition helps turn a house into a home.
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Become Involved
Partners in Housing Transition invites anyone who might be
interested in volunteering. There are a number of ways to become
involved from arranging sheet sets, organizing dish sets, or helping fix
up furniture.
If interested please contact:
Board President, Cynthia Addison, cynaddison@sbcglobal.net
269-381-7357
Or
Executive Director, Robert Small, at 385-2466
Please spread the word about Partners. Perhaps your neighbors
and colleagues would have items to donate. Remember, we have free
donation pickup at the donor’s door!

No one has ever become poor by giving.
-Anne Frank
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